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Our Story:

In 2006, our founders set out to develop a technology capable of illuminating the vast major and career opportunities presented by large universities. As four recent graduates (Penn State 06), we noticed many students earned their degree unaware of potential Major choices that would have bettered their career potential. With persistent increases in college tuition, student’s face increased pressure to exit college with a specific career in route.  Moreover, High school students and parents now use university web pages as their primary source for prospecting schools, but have difficulty finding the information they need.
In support of a need for our application, we found that a majority of university web sites are inconsistent in aspects of content, design and navigation. Further, many of these sites lack frequent updates. 

An inadequate web presence is hindering today’s universities. 
With the launch of our technology, Academic Explorer, we will give universities the ability to leverage large amounts of information spread throughout the university system. Academic Explorer is a web-based application capable of allowing students to easily understand relationships amongst colleges, majors, and careers. More importantly, during development we carefully built our application for flexibility and it is now compatible for search integration with many APIs. This allows us to pursue multiple revenue streams and improve search on large and small scales.

Fundamental Problem / Solution:

The ease at which individuals and organizations can publish and share information has increased exponentially. Often, traditional search methods for mining this data only provide lists of results, failing to elaborate upon context and connectivity. Nodemap seeks to relieve this tension by allowing users to browse results through a node based structure adding elements of space, color and size to results. Fundamentally, Nodemap is a tool to discover information faster and with greater retrieval accuracy.
Company Status:

· Conducting direct marketing campaigns for license of Academic Explorer.

· Developing application for search integration with Wikipedia, Amazon, Technorati and Yahoo.

Technology:

Our software platform, titled Nodemap, is a data visualization engine constructed from a variety of programming languages and software platforms including: Flash, XML, PHP, MySQL and MediaWiki. Each component of our engine can be custom configured to suit a variety of needs.
Markets:

Higher Education – Academic Explorer

· Career Services – provide interactive discovery and search interface promoting exploration of interconnectivity between colleges, majors and careers. Content aggregation provided by simple CMS solution, allow content to link and direct users to other web resources.
· Admission Marketing – give prospecting high school students a web interface that will easily allow for discovery of university resources.

Additional Markets

· Corporate HR – web-based discovery application elaborating career growth potential

· Investigation & Research – leverage Mediawiki for information aggregation, display relationships with NodeMap engine

· Alternative Search – Wikipedia, Amazon, Yahoo & Technorati API integration

Competitors:

· Touchgraph – service based consulting, search and relationship mapping

· ThinkMap – more established than Touchgraph, offers SDK at various price points, consulting services available. Product lines include “Hierarchy,” “Spider,” “Cluster,” and “Chronological.”
Business Model:

· Hybrid model, reoccurring revenues through annual licensing fees.

· Leverage growth by offering specific markets turnkey solutions in a effort to mitigate friction, raise competitive advantage, and increase revenue efficiency. 
Milestones:

· March 08 – Integration with Wikipedia for public release

· May 08 – Establish 5 license agreements for use of Academic Explorer

· June 08 – Evaluate raising capital to enhance growth

Structure:

Operating under joint venture agreement, which prospects to form an LLC
Websites:

www.questionscompany.com

www.academicexplorer.info
Founder Bios:

Jeff Howard – Marketing & Business Development

Jeff is the driver behind the vision of Questions, and is responsible for conceptualizing the company from day one. After unifying our team, Jeff drew upon each member's capabilities to turn our ideas into a reality. Jeff has graduated with a degree in marketing from Penn State. After he served as Director of Internet Operations for CollegeGrad.com and currently works with Elliance.com as an Internet Marketing Consultant. Jeff is experienced in search engine optimization, social media optimization, direct marketing, web design and management of personnel.

Adam Krynicki - Intellectual Assets 

Adam strives to secure the company's intellectual property through agreements, strategic development of assets, and finding the proper channels to bring our software to market. Adam graduated from Penn State in May 2006 with a degree in Industrial Organizational Psychology. He expanded upon his degree by acquiring 2 minors: Economics and Law. While obtaining his degree, Adam engaged in a variety of research for the IST Department, including a usability study for the DoD, and a investigation of intellectual property issues for W3C. After graduation he worked for the Penn State Intellectual Property Office where he marketed several university inventions, drafted a variety of agreements and aided in patent prosecutions.  Currently, he is seeking his law degree from Duquesne University.
Henry Sommer - Interactive Programming and Structure

Henry Sommer IV gradated from Penn State in May 2006 with a Bachelor's Degree in Information Science and Technology. He was also a scholar in the Schreyer Honors College and completed an undergraduate thesis while at Penn State. He has worked on several Internet based projects. These include founding Plink Media, LLC. (http://www.plinkmedia.com), founding LionHelp LLC. (http://www.lionhelp.com ) and is both fluent and self-taught in PHP, SQL, Javascript, HTML, XML, CSS, Photoshop and Flash.
Sean Powell Interactive Programming and Design

Sean brings to the table a combination of advanced interactive programming and design, and a long history of superior work and experience in high-end web solutions.  He is the tech guru behind the development of our original prototype Flash/XML NodeMap engine. Sean co-founded and taught the most advanced Flash classes at Penn State University, where he studied New Media.  He also co-founded Plink Media, LLC (http://www.plinkmedia.com) and has acted as CEO and Creative Director for the past two years.  Since then, Plink Media has established themselves as the area's highest quality and most advanced web design and solutions firm, with national clients and proprietary CMS.  He has been a strong addition to our team, and will continue to lead our technology into new, progressive directions.
